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Report on the conclusions of the Special Investigation into allegations of summary
executions and other violations of human rights committed by the FARDC in Kilwa
(Province of Katanga) on 15 October 2004,

I Summary

1. Between 22 and 24 October 2004, a team from the Special Investigations Unit in the
Human Rights Division of MONUC made up of officers from the sections responsible for human
rights, political affairs, humanitarian affairs, protection of children and public information,
carried out a verification mission in Kilwa, a mining town of 48,000 inhabitants situated on the
border with Zambia on Lake Mwero (territory of Pweto, district of Upper Katanga, Province of
Katanga) located 350 kms north of Lubumbashi, a zone where MONUC is not represented.

2. According to local sources, following the counter-attack launched by the soldiers of the
FARDC (62nd brigade led by Colonel Ilunga Ademars) on 15 October 2004 in order to dislodge
an insurrection movement which was badly organised and poorly armed and which had occupied
the locality of Kilwa in the early houts of 14 October 2004, more than 100 people were killed.
The MONUC team was able to obtain information concerning the deaths of 73 people, at least 28
of whom had allegedly been the victims of summary executions. The team also discovered that
the FARDC were responsible for acts of looting, extortion and illegal detention.

3. The insurrection was orchestrated by fewer than 10 people, who were apparently naive
and poorly equipped and who claimed that they belonged to the Revolutionary Movement for the
Liberation of Katanga (MRLK). This movement was not known before the attack on Kilwa.
Contrary to the rumours which had been spread at the beginning, neither the Mayi Mayi nor any
Zambian citizens were implicated in the insurrection. The participation of the Katangan police
does also not appear likely. The attack carried out by the MRLK was met with scarcely any
resistance either from the soldiers present in Kilwa - who were estimated to number between 0
and 20 approximately — or from the local police. The MRLK managed to recruit a few young
people locally — estimated at fewer than 100 people. It is highly likely that the MRLK did not
prepare this operation alone and that it was manipulated by other parties. However MONUC has
been unable to find relevant proof regarding the group which commissioned and supported the
MRLK. There are strong suspicions to indicate that high-ranking Congolese military officers
may have been implicated in the incident,

4, The events in Kilwa led to a vast displacement of civilians, probably up to 90% of the
local population. At the time of MONUC’s visit, only half of the displaced persons who had fled
had returned to Kilwa. Several people found their possessions had been completely looted.

5. Since its investigation in October 2004, MONUC has approached both local and national
authorities to insist that those responsible for the violent acts committed in Kilwa be brought to



Justice. On 29 June 2005, Colonel Ademars, the commander of the 62nd brigade of the FARDC,
was arrested by the Military Prosecutor’s Office in Lubumbashi. This arrest represents an
important step in the struggle against impunity in the DRC and numerous efforts still need to be
made to secure the arrest of other soldiers who are responsible and complicit in these crimes,
while at the same time ensuring the safety of the victims and witnesses. Indeed, the threats and
intimidation suffered in July 2005 by the human rights association based in Lubumbashi,
ASADHO/Katanga, following its investigation into the Kilwa incident, bear testimony to the risks
taken by those who denounced the events which occurred in Kilwa.

6. MONUC has made contact with the Anvil Mining company conceming the allegations
that the FARDC used the company’s logistics and at least three of its employees in their counter-
attack in Kilwa. As clearly specified in the United Nations Norms regarding Responsibility of
Transnational Companies and other Companies in the Matter of Human Rights, as well as the
Guiding Principles of the OECD (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development) for
Multinational Companies, it is essential that the activities of international investors be conducted
in accordance with the respect for human rights. This report contains the conclusions reached by
MONUC following its on-site investigation and subsequent exchanges with the Anvil Mining
company.,

IL Methodology

7. Following the request made by MONUC for permission to go to Kilwa from 21 October,
General Alengbia Nzambe, the commander of the 6th military region, delayed the mission by one
day in order to allow his assistant, General Sylvain Tchokwe, to travel to Kilwa before the arrival
of the investigation team. After their arrival, the team discovered that the potential key witnesses
had been warned by the soldiers not to cooperate with MONUC. In order not to expose the civil
sources to retaliation, the team chose to limit its investigation and its contacts with the local
population and took every preventive measure to ensure that its sources remained anonymous.

8. MONUC’s investigations were also hindered by the fact that a proportion of the
inhabitants — around 40% — had not yet returned to Kilwa, so allegations of forced disappearances
were difficuit to verify in these conditions.

9. Before travelling to Kilwa, the team met the Governor of Katanga, the Commander of the
6th military region and the provincial police inspector. In Kilwa itself, the team met the local
civilian authorities, the commander of the 62™ brigade of the FARDC and the deputy head of the
local police.

II1. Presentation of the facts
14 October 2004

10. On 14 Ociober at around 2 a.m. a group of 6 or 7 people' led by Alain Kazadi Makalayi,
a fisherman of around twenty years of age who came from Pweto and who claimed to be the
General-in-chief of the Revolutionary Movement for the Liberation of Katanga (MRLK),
attacked and briefly occupied Kilwa. The exact circumstances surrounding the beginning of
the operation are not known with certainty. Preliminary reports refer to an attack launched from
Nshimba, a small island located 7 kms from Kilwa, on the Zambian side of Lake Mwero, which

' According to one of the supposed assailants, the group was apparently made up of Kazadi, his assistant
Mpundu Bwalya, a retired soldier who is Kazadi’s uncle, a former policeman and four other people.



2 An eye witness has reported that he noticed young boys aged between 15 and 17 in the group.
Investigations must be carried out in order to confirm whether minors were among the ranks of the
insurgents.
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Second-hand information

V.4, Looting and extortion
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