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“The Kilwa Incident” - Four Corners Monday 6 June 2005  
 
 
 

Two months ago, 4 Corners got wind of a disturbing story.  
 
It was a story set in a remote and little-known corner of the 
world.  
  
There’d been a massacre and a secret report… an 
Australian company was implicated.   
 
We wondered why this story hadn’t been told.  
 
So we set off on a journey that took us to a deeply troubled 
land… in a country which the world has preferred to 
forget.  

 
ROWAN GILLIES, International President, Medecins Sans Frontieres   
“It’s a hidden crisis and it’s an embarrassment I think to all of us that it is a hidden 
crisis because it’s not like we haven’t know it’s going on.”  
 
 It’s a country with vast natural wealth - 10% of all the 

world’s copper, half of its cobalt, one-third of its 
diamonds.     
 

 
TRICIA FEENEY, Rights & Accountability in Development 
“It’s a disaster zone, and so despite that fact that it is one of the most mineral rich 
countries in the world its people have had almost no benefit from that.”    
 
 Our journey would lead us into forbidding terrain…  

and it was here we found the story we’d come looking 
for…  Bodies buried in mass graves… and eye-witness 
testimony of an Australian mining company’s complicity 
in arbitrary arrest, extreme maltreatment and summary 
executions.   

 
 
 
 
HUBERT TSHISWAKA 
Action Against Impunity for 

Human Rights 

“In this water there is seven bodies, just somewhere here 
there is 12 bodies, and the single grave there…  
Q   So 20 people buried in this spot?  
A   Yeah, in this area, seven, 12 and that one.”  
 

 
 Tonight on 4 Corners – a story of greed, ruthlessness and 

murder… a country pillaged and a company raking in the 
spoils.   

 



 2

STORY TITLE:  “The Kilwa 
Incident” 

 

 
  
 
 Our journey began on South African Airways flight 50 on 

the 5th of May.    
 
Fourteen hours out of Sydney, the endless plains and 
mighty rivers of equatorial Africa appeared sprawled out 
below us.  
 
Our destination was the country at the heart of the 
continent – the Democratic Republic of Congo.  
 
We landed in its capital, Kinshasa. 
Airline message:  “We trust you have enjoyed your flight 
with us and we look forward to seeing you again. Thank 
you and goodbye”.  
 
We had done the research and thought we knew what to 
expect.  One of the 10 poorest countries in the world… an 
average income of under a dollar a day. But none of the 
statistics prepared us for this.  

 
 Kinshasa is like a bombsite - a city laid waste - by four 

decades of decay under the dictator Mobutu, followed by 
eight years of war.  
 
It’s home to 8 million-people, an estimated 90 percent of 
them with no jobs and virtually no income.   
 
Many of them are refugees from a terrible war – a war 
that’s killed more people than any other conflict since 
world war two.   

 
 
  Although officially the war has ended, Kinshasa feels like 

a city under siege.  
 
The only security is provided by the 16-and-a half 
thousand United Nations troops, who make up the UN 
mission in the Congo, known as MONUC.   
 
With an annual budget of a billion US dollars, it’s the 
biggest UN project in the world - starting to rebuild this 
crippled country.   
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KEMAL SAIKI, MONUC Spokesman  
 “No roads, no infrastructures, a war that’s left 3.5 million people killed, 3.5 million 
people displaced from their homes, about 500,000 refugees in the nine countries 
bordering Congo, and ah the wounds of the war are still pretty much with us.”  
 
 The Congo’s natural treasures have been its curse since 

they were discovered by European explorers back in 
colonial times.  
 
The country was brutally colonised by the Belgian, King 
Leopold II, who made the Congo his personal possession 
and its people his slaves.  
 
Workers who failed to meet the king’s rubber quotas had 
their hands or feet cut off as punishment.  
 
After independence, the dictator Mobutu reigned for 32 
years, looting his country of some 5-billion dollars.  

 
 
 
  

After Mobutu was ousted in 1997, the Congo descended 
into carnage.  What began as an invasion by Rwanda and 
Uganda to root out the militias behind the Rwandan 
genocide soon exploded into an African world war.  
 
Nine neighbouring countries joined in, eager to secure their 
borders, and greedy to share in the spoils. 

 
PATRICK SMITH, UN Panel of Experts, Illegal Resource Exploitation, DRC 
“Some of the neighbouring countries were exploiting the war in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, absolutely literally, they were sending their armies in and they 
were actually looting the mineral proceeds from that war. They were taking out 
cobalt, copper, diamonds, gold, you name it.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Joseph Kabila finally called a truce, signing 
peace deals with the country’s neighbours and inviting its 
rival rebel groups into a transitional government.  
 
But Kabila’s Congo is democratic only in name.  
His rebel army – now the official armed forces –  
is as cruel and brutal as any of the rebel groups.   
 
Elections due this month have been postponed.   And the 
ransacking of the country’s resources goes on 
 
The pillage was documented in a report for the United 
Nations in 2002, which told how minerals worth 5 billion 
dollars had been stolen in the previous three years in areas 
controlled by the government.  
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The report exposed “embezzlement, tax fraud and 
extortion”… “the use of stock options as kickbacks”… 
along with “smuggling, false invoicing, non-payment of 
taxes and bribery”.   

 
PATRICK SMITH 
“It is basically theft, individuals coming in, into the country, with armies, with often 
big companies in tow, some African companies, some international companies and 
taking advantage of a war-torn country. And often it has to be said, they’re taking 
advantage of that country with the active collusion of government in officials in 
Congo itself.”  
 
 In Kinshasa, I arranged to meet a key figure exposed in the 

UN report.  
 
His name is Katumba Mwanke.  Remember that name - he 
becomes a crucial figure in our story. 
 
A veteran politician and right-hand man to President 
Kabila, Katumba Mwanke was named in the UN expose  
as “a key power broker in mining deals”.  
 
His clout comes from being the president’s strongman in 
the mineral-rich southern province called Katanga.  

 
MICHEL BONNARDEAUX, Director UN Radio Okapi 
“Katumba Mwanke is a very important figure in Congolese politics, most especially 
from the Kabila clan. As governor of Katanga, he would be the one that mineral 
companies would negotiate with and make deals with for the exploitation of mineral 
resources in the part of Katanga that was controlled by the Kabila government.”  
 
   The province of Katanga was where we headed next, a 

two-hour flight from the capital Kinshasa. 
 
Katumba Mwanke’s power-base, Katanga lies in the 
Congo’s south east, famed for its copper belt. 
 
It’s the economic and political heart of the country.   
It’s also the home of the Australian mining company at the 
centre of our story.  
 
And it’s a crucial stronghold for President Kabila.  

 
MICHEL BONNARDEAUX  
Q   “How important is it to Kabila to keep control of Katanga?” 
A   “It’s extremely important because it’s where he draws most of the money that he 
needs to govern. The fact that Kabila is from Katanga makes it even more important 
because he wants to hold, that’s his power base. So not only does he need it politically 
but he also needs it economically.”  



 5

 
 The provincial capital Lubumbashi is positively affluent 

compared with the rest of the Congo.  
 
But the pillaging of its minerals is a cause of deep 
resentment here, fuelling murmurs of secession ever since 
1960, when Katanga briefly declared itself a separate state. 

 
 Lubumbashi’s famous landmark is its mountain of slag – a 

fitting monument to the Congo’s plunder. 
 
The old copper mine and processing plant now lie 
abandoned.  The state mining company, gutted by Mobutu, 
finally went bust and 20,000 people were thrown out of 
work 
 
But the tailings are still making a fortune for the foreign 
mining companies that moved in.  
 
The slagheap contains deposits of the mineral germanium,  
used in satellites and optical fibres, worth 2.5  billion US 
dollars, which are now being stripped by a Belgian 
company, and shipped, along with most of the profits, 
overseas.   

 
PATRICK SMITH..  
“Foreign mining companies see the Congo as one big Christmas present.”  
 
TRICIA FEENEY 
“A number of junior mining companies, far from shunning areas of conflict, rush to 
them because that’s where they can suddenly make big time and become major 
players.”   
 
PATRICK SMITH 
“It has these huge minerals that have attracted these companies but they saw well, 
there’s, you know, there’s no government structure for us to interact, all the 
government officials we meet are on the take, so we just behave like it’s the wild 
west.”  
 
 
 
 It must have seemed like El Dorado - to the small 

Australian mining company that ventured here in the late 
1990s, in the dying days of Mobutu.   
 
Lubumbashi was 10,000 kilometres from home… home 
being this office in Perth, Western Australia -  
the headquarters of Anvil Mining.    
 
It was here that we would finally catch up with its chief 
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executive, Bill Turner, the man who put Anvil on the map.  
 
 “OK, this is Congo, it’s a very large country, about the 
size of Western Europe.”  
 

  
 
 Back when he first went to the Congo, Bill Turner was 

Anvil’s only employee. The company had never mined a 
thing.. its shares were worth five cents.   
But Turner had big plans. 

 
BILL TURNER, CEO, Anvil Mining 
Q   “It’s been a company-maker hasn’t it in your words?” 
A   “Yes, well…” 
Q    “I mean just a few years ago, you weren’t even sure this company was a going 
concern?” 
A   “That’s right, it is a company maker, and that’s why we went to Africa, to find a 
deposit that could make this company.”  
 
 Our journey in the Congo continued, as we followed the 

path that Bill Turner took back in the ‘90s as he set out to 
make his fortune. 
 
It took us 350 kilometres north of Lubumbashi, to a remote 
settlement of mud-brick houses on the banks of Katanga’s 
Lake Mweru.  
 
When Turner made the trek here, there were no flights.  
It took him five days to go by road.    
 
Thankfully we were able to fly…  though we then had to 
walk five kilometres to the town.  

 
 
 The town of Kilwa is a typical Congolese village.  As poor 

as the dirt from which the people build their homes.  
 
They have no running water except for the communal 
wells… and no electricity..  The children make their toys 
from bits of copper wire.  
 
Luckily they have the lake and a plentiful supply of fish, 
on which they survive… though precious little else. 

 
 
 
 

In this impoverished backwater, little wonder that people 
were incredulous when the man from Australia showed up 
with his plans for a mine. 
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BILL TURNER 
“They just didn’t believe that a small company out of Western Australia could go to a 
place such as that, a very remote location, in a place such as Congo and actually carve 
a mine out of nothing, which is what happened.”   
 
  Out of the forest 50 kilometres from Kilwa, Turner and his 

colleagues carved Anvil’s Dikulushi mine.    
 
It’s the biggest mine currently operating in all Katanga 
province and - according to Anvil - probably the highest 
grade copper and silver mine in the world.  
 
The bonanza has given this tiny Perth company a market 
capitalisation of 100 million US dollars… and seen its 
profits rise more than 500 percent. 

 
LES “DOG” MELROSE 
Mine Manager, Anvil Mining 

Q: So what quantity of minerals are you taking out each 
day?  
 
A  Ah there’s actually out of the mine there’s, we move 
about eight to half thousand BCMs or 1600, ah 16,000 
tonne of material a day..”  
 

 
 Man on radio: “What is the position of the barge?” 

 
Every day, Anvil’s barge hauls four to six truckloads of 
concentrate across Lake Mweru, bound for the smelters of 
South Africa and Namibia. 
 
And every day another fleet of trucks returns empty, ready 
to load up again.  
 
Each truck carries 30 tonnes... and each tonne fetches 3000 
dollars.   It adds up to around half a million dollars worth 
for every day they ship.  

 
BILL TURNER 
Q   So give us the inside story. How did a tiny Perth company, a one-man operation, 
basically, get hold of one of the most lucrative mining concessions in the world?”  
A   “Ah, by just being there at the right time.”  
Q  “What political assistance did Anvil have in obtaining what it obtained?” 
A   “Political assistance. Mm. I don’t think, I mean we, we didn’t have any political 
assistance, we just…” 
Q   “No political assistance?” 
A   “Well what do you define as political assistance?” 
Q   “Well, assistance from politicians.” 
A    “None.” 
Q    “None?” 
A    “ None whatsoever.”   
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 But there’s more to the story than Bill Turner is letting on.  

4 Corners can reveal the real secret behind Anvil’s success. 
 
It’s this man – remember him?… President Kabila’s top 
aide, Katumba Mwanke… named in the UN’s report as a 
key player in the 5 billion dollar mineral theft.  The report 
said he should be banned from travelling and have his 
assets seized.  
 
Katumba Mwanke is also a key player in Anvil Mining.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KATUMBA MWANKE 

I met Katumba in Kinshasa at the poolside bar of our hotel. 
We filmed the encounter. He hasn’t responded to our 
request for an interview.   
 
He told me he knows Anvil well. He even had Bill 
Turner’s number stored in his phone.  
 
“If you want more about Anvil Mining I can give you the 
telephone number of Bill Turner. OK. So when you in 
Australia you can speak to him – 61 – I’m giving you like 
international – 61 –89…”  
 
Katumba denied he had any role in Anvil Mining.  
Q:  “Do you have any business relationships with them?  
A  “No, no, not at all.”  
 
Bill Turner denied it as well.  

 
BILL TURNER 
Q   “What is Katumba Mwanke’s role in Anvil Mining?” 
A   “He has no role in Anvil.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You certainly won’t find Katumba’s name on any record in 
Australia. But documents we obtained in the Congo tell a 
very different story.  
 
The truth is that Katumba Mwanke was a founding board 
member of Anvil’s wholly owned subsidiary, Anvil 
Mining Congo.  
 
His name appears as a director in the minutes of the 
company’s very first board meeting in November 2001…  
and again in later meetings in 2003 and 2004. 
 
All of these meetings - which the minutes record as having 
discussed routine company business - were chaired by Bill 
Turner.   
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BILL TURNER 
Q  “So you’re saying he has no role in the company?” 
A   “He doesn’t have any role presently in the company, no.” 
 
 I had to ask him three times before Bill Turner suddenly 

remembered Katumba’s role as a member of Anvil’s  
Congo board.  

 
BILL TURNER 
Q  “So tell me, what was Katumba Mwanke doing on the board of Anvil Mining?” 
A   “He was the government representative on the board. The government has the 
right to appoint someone to the board of your company.” 
Q  “OK, well you told me just a moment ago that he had no role in the company.” 
A   “Well he has no role in the company now.” 
Q   “Well he was on the board for at least three years as far as board minutes we’ve 
seen.” 
A    “Well a couple of years, I can’t remember.” 
Q   “Well can you tell me what his role is in the company or was in the company?” 
A   “His role was the government representative on the board of the company.”  
 
 A former Minister for Mining, Eugene Diomi Ndongala – 

who was himself sacked for corruption last year – 
describes Katumba  Mwanke as the “protector” of Anvil 
Mining.  

 
EUGENE DIOMI NDONGALA, Minister for Mines, 2003-2004 
(Translation) “It was he who most negotiated the interests of Anvil Mining, that is to 
say the conventions of Anvil Mining where it was he who tried to promote Anvil 
Mining in relation to his contacts and his relations, and so he is someone who helped 
Anvil Mining a lot I think, because he intervened a lot for Anvil Mining.”  
 
 A local NGO in Lubumbashi called ASADHO has done its 

own investigations into Anvil Mining and Katumba 
Mwanke’s  role in its success.   

 
FREDDY KITOKO, African Association for the Defence of Human Rights  
(Translation) “The problem with Anvil Mining is that in relation to the mining 
exploitation it is a company that does not pay any taxes to the government. In fact it 
signed an agreement with the government to be exempt from taxes. This facility was 
arranged by Katumba Mwanke who is the former governor of the province of 
Katanga.”    
 
BILL TURNER 
Q “How much do you pay Katumba Mwanke for his role in the company?” 
A  “We have paid him um directors’ fees when we have board meetings and I suspect 
that I think we’ve probably had three board meetings where he’s been present and we 
pay him a fee for those board meetings.” 
Q  “And how much is that?” 
A  “I think it was about $1500 or $1000, something like that.” 
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Q   “And what’s his financial stake in the company?” 
A   “None.” 
Q   “No shares?” 
A   “Absolutely no shares.” 
Q   “No stake in the company?” 
A   “No cash, no stake in any company, no financial gain other than the fees that 
we’ve paid him for probably three directors’ meetings.”  
Q: “I understand that Anvil’s headquarters is in the compound owned by Katumba 
Mwanke?” 
A  “Yes we rent that house from him.” 
Q  “How much rent do you pay him?” 
A  “It’s a commercial figure, I think it’s three and a half, 4000 dollars a month, 
something like that.”  
Q   “So therefore Mr Katumba is making in the order of US$50,000 from you in rent 
per year?” 
A  “We’re renting a house from him at commercial rates.” 
Q   “Well that’s a financial benefit isn’t it?” 
A   “Well it is a financial benefit, I suppose, yes.” 
Q   Whose interests does Katumba Mwanke represent in his dealings with Anvil – his 
own or President Kabila’s?” 
A  “I think he’s got, he’s a person who has some vision for where the country might 
go. He sees us as a good corporate citizen and because we’re working in his backyard 
he supports us and why would not he do that? Why wouldn’t he do that?”  
 
 Anvil’s claim to be a good corporate citizen was left in 

tatters by events that began in Kilwa one night in October 
last year.  
 
What unfolded here proved just how close Anvil Mining 
and the Kabila government really are - and the lengths 
they’re willing to go to protect their common interests.  
 
We began to ask people about these events the night that 
we arrived in Kilwa.  
 
They told us it began in the early hours of Thursday 
October the 14th...  when people throughout the village 
woke to the sound of  gunfire.  

 
ADELE NWAYUMA 
(Translation) “It was two in the morning when we heard gunshots, it was night time 
and we didn’t know where they were coming from.”  
 
 Adele Nwayuma was at home with her eight children when 

the shooting began. 
 
ADELE NWAYUMA 
(Translation) “We came out of the house, following people. We had a lot of things in 
the house, so two of my boys stayed behind to look after them. I left with my girls and 
my little boy.”  
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By dawn, word spread that a small band of rebels had 
taken over the town.   
 
They numbered barely half a dozen, as the UN learned 
when it later sent a team to investigate. 

 
KEMAL SAIKI 
“It’s not to belittle this incident, but in the general picture of chaos and instability in 
the war that took place in the Congo, it’s extremely, I mean it’s a very minor 
incident.”  
 The eight soldiers based in Kilwa had run away  

when the shooting started.     
 
The rebels took over the police station, and then began 
calling for calm. They held a meeting at the village store 
and urged the people to support them.  

 
KITENGE KALUNGA 
(Translation) “The rebels told us that they did not come to cause chaos, all they 
wanted was peace and unity amongst the people.”  
 
 As the UN’s Radio Okapi reported, the rebels called 

themselves the Revolutionary Movement for the Liberation 
of Katanga. Their leader, a man called Alain Mukalai, had  
Anvil Mining in his sights.   

 
MICHEL BONNARDEAUX 
“They complained, or, what is said is that Alain Mukalai tried to use the fact that 
Anvil mining had little community involvement or what is perceived to be little 
community involvement in order to get the pop… rally the population behind his 
cause, which was the overthrow of the authorities and the secession of Katanga.”  
 
 After recruiting a few dozen supporters, the rebels headed 

for the Anvil depot at the port.  
 
They looted Anvil’s trucks - stealing fuel, food and 
batteries.  
 
Although the rebels never got near the mine, 50 kilometres 
away at Dikilushi, Anvil’s operations were shut down… 
and trading in the company’s shares was halted on the 
Australian stock exchange.   

 
LES “DOG” MELROSE 
“The expats on site were evacuated. There was only myself and two head of security 
managers that were left on site. Ah the people were evacuated six hours drive to a 
place called Dubie with an airstrip and we actually flew them to Lubumbashi for their 
own safety.”  
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 Anvil’s chief Bill Turner was back home in Perth when he 
learned what had happened.    

 
BILL TURNER 
“There would have been quite a lot of communication going on as to what the 
situation was, the military wanting to find out from us what we knew of it and we 
were wanting to find out from them what sort of risk this posed for the mining 
operation and the people, particularly the people at the mining operation.”  
 
 For such a minor uprising, the news caused great 

consternation in Kinshasa. Clearly there was much at stake.  
President Kabila sent Katumba Mwanke and his top 
security adviser straight to Kilwa.   
 
At headquarters in Lubumbashi there were hurried talks 
with the government and the armed forces about what 
should be done.  

 
MICHEL BONNARDEAUX 
“What we were told is that initially the general in charge of that military region 
wasn’t very worried.  He’s used to commanding large numbers of troops so he 
probably thought it was rather a small incident. We did learn however, later, that he 
had received a call from the presidency and - he had told us that he’d received a call 
from the presidency telling him to quell the rebellion, quash the rebellion in Kilwa.”  
Q: “Why was it taken so seriously by the president?” 
A   “Um well, what is rumored is that there is obviously a financial interest. Whatever 
interest Anvil has is also in the interests of the authorities, both provincial and country 
authorities, so it was imperative that the mine would start operating again and 
generate income again.”  
 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE / GRAPHIC    

 
After a flurry of phone calls, Bill Turner released a 
statement in Perth… saying that the government had 
advised Anvil it was moving quickly to return the situation 
to normal within 72 hours… even though the rebels posed 
no real threat to the mine.  

 
BILL TURNER 
“As I said in the press release that I issued on the Friday here in Perth that the leader 
of this rebel group was the guy that wasn’t in military uniform and was wearing 
sandals – so a pretty ragtag group of people came in. Taking the military and the 
police headquarters in Kilwa is not an insignificant event and you would imagine that 
the Congo military would want to take some serious action.”  
 
 What Turner didn’t mention in his statement was  

that the military’s action depended on Anvil’s help.  
 
BILL TURNER 
“They requested assistance from Anvil for transportation. We provided that 
transportation so they could get their soldiers down to Kilwa.” 



 13

Q   “So what did you provide?” 
A  “We provided some vehicles, I’m not sure how many. We provided vehicles for 
soldiers to get down there, which is..” 
Q   “To bring them to Kilwa?” 
A   “To bring them to Kilwa.” 
Q   “How many vehicles?” 
A   “I got, I got no idea.” 
Q   “Two, five, 10?” 
A   “No idea.” 
Q   “You must have a bit of an idea, whether it was one or a dozen?” 
A   “What difference does it make how many vehicles, there were a group of soldiers 
and whatever number of vehicles that were necessary to move these guys, I guess we 
sent up there and they moved them down.” 
Q:  “And I understand you also flew in troops from Lubumbashi?” 
A   “I think they were flown in on the back-loading, when the plane went up there to 
get our people, um the plane would have had soldiers on, we took our people out.” 
Q  “So you brought soldiers on your plane?” 
A   “We would have brought them on the plane, yeah.” 
Q   “Do you know how many soldiers you brought in?” 
A   “I’ve got a feeling there was 80 or 100 soldiers, sum of that number.” 
Q   “Was that one planeload or more than one planeload?” 
A   “Ah more than one planeload. 
Q   “Must have been several plane loads wasn’t it?” 
A   “Well we had, we probably had 3 or 4 plane loads just to get our guys out.” 
Q   “And so what, brought three or four plane loads of soldiers back in?” 
A   “Well they would have come in the back loading, yeah.”  
 
 On the afternoon after the uprising, the 62nd brigade of the 

Congolese armed forces rolled into Kilwa.  
 
As the UN investigators later reported, the soldiers 
“launched their attack, with vehicles provided by… 
 Anvil Mining”.   

 
 
 As rumors spread that the government soldiers were 

coming the people started to flee for their lives into the 
surrounding countryside.   By the time the troops arrived 
most of the population had left.   The lightly-armed 
insurgents gave up without a fight, and it took the army 
less than two hours to recapture the town – with no 
casualties.  
 
It was then that the killings began.  The soldiers went 
house to house. Anyone suspected of supporting the 
insurgents was shot on sight. A military source told the 
team of UN investigators that later travelled here that the 
soldiers were under orders to shoot on anything that 
moved.   
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KITENGE KALUNGA 
(Translation) “They started searching and killing people in their houses and looting 
the shops.”   
 
ADELE NWAYUMA 
(Translation) “My sons were in the house when the soldiers arrived. They took the 
boys out and shot them and they looted the house.”  
 
  Adele Nwayuma had left her two sons behind to guard the 

family home. It was the last she saw of them.  
 
ADELE NWAYUMA 
(Translation) “At the time I wasn’t sure they were dead. But then I saw the soldiers 
with my sons’ bicycles. They were using them to carry the things they’d stolen. Then 
I realised my sons were dead.”  
 
 Albert Kitanika tried to run away with his father but they 

were caught by soldiers driving an Anvil mining truck.  
ALBERT KITANIKA 
(Translation) “We started running but the soldiers caught us and started searching our 
belongings. They arrested my dad and two other boys. They put the boys into the 
Anvil Mining truck.  They came for my dad.  I asked them, ‘Where are you taking 
him?’ and they didn’t answer. They took him 50 metres down the road where they 
shot and stabbed him to death. After, they came looking for me, saying ‘We heard his 
son calling for him. Where is he?’ But it was God who saved me because the soldiers 
didn’t identify me.”  
 
 He says the soldiers were using Anvil vehicles to round up 

the men they arrested.   
 
ALBERT KITANIKA 
(Translation) “They were in a white Isuzu pickup truck driven by a heavily built 
soldier – the same man who killed my father. I was hiding behind one of the trucks 
and they couldn’t find me. They put handcuffed prisoners into the trucks and drove 
off to the village, where they started looting and killing people.”  
 
 Detainees like Paul Kabulo watched in horror as their 

fellow villagers were killed.  
 
PAUL KABULO 
(Translation) “They arrested three people, tied them to a tree and beat them to death. I 
saw it with my own eyes.”  
 
 With a ferocity out of all proportion to the incident, the 

soldiers terrorised the villagers and looted their homes,  
using Anvil Mining vehicles.  

 
PAUL KABULO 
Q: “What did the Anvil Mining company do to assist the soldiers?”  
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A   (Translation) “Anvil Mining offered them cars which they used to carry the things 
they stole from us. They used their trucks for looting the houses and shops.”  
 
PIERRE MUSOPELO, Former Police Commander, Kilwa 
(Translation)  “Most of the vehicles involved in the operation belonged to Anvil 
Mining. Indeed all the vehicles used by the soldiers and the military for patrol and 
security were from Anvil Mining. I witnessed that personally.”   
 
  The local police chief, Pierre Musopelo, was accused of 

collaborating with the rebels and arrested.  
 
He was taken to this mud-brick guest-house,  
being used as a makeshift prison.  

 
PIERRE MUSOPELO 
(Translation) “There were 48 prisoners in total. We were put in such a small room that 
we could hardly breathe. We were even forced to undress because we were sweating, 
and so hot that some of us died.”   
 
 They were held in that room, he says, for three days, 

except for the ones taken out to be killed.   
 
PIERRE MUSOPELO 
(Translation) “Some of them were tortured to death in front of us, some of them were 
so badly beaten that their ribs were broken and they were vomiting blood. Inside the 
prison, I was thoroughly beaten in the ribs, and slapped on the ears, so that even today 
I can hardly hear because of the torture.”  
 
 The parish priest, Father Champo - who was also accused 

of collaborating - was detained at the Anvil Mining guest-
house in Kilwa, which was also at the army’s disposal.  
 
Six days after the uprising, both he and the police chief 
Musopelo were taken to the local airfield and then flown to 
Lubumbashi to be imprisoned - courtesy of Anvil Mining. 

 
BILL TURNER 
Q   “I also understand that Anvil planes were used to transport arrested people?” 
A   “Anvil doesn’t have any planes.” 
Q   “Well, the aircraft that were used to bring in the soldiers, which you agree – 
A   “Yes –“ 
Q   “Were provided by you, were also used to transport detainees back to 
Lubumbashi. Is that correct?” 
A   “I think some people did go back to Lubumbashi on the planes that we were 
sending people out on, yes.” 
Q   “People who were arrested?” 
A   “I think they did, yeah. Again a request from the military of the legitimate 
government of the country.”  
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Some of the men who had been arrested were driven down 
this quiet stretch of road on the outskirts of Kilwa.  
 
Albert Kitanika – the boy who saw his father shot – took us 
with his brother, to the place where at least 21 men were 
either killed or their bodies dumped.  
 
“When they killed people in the village they put them in the 
trucks and brought them here. Then two soldiers threw the 
bodies over there.”  

 
 It was here that Albert and his brothers found their father’s 

body, not far from where he was killed.     
 
HUBERT TSHISWAKA, Action Against Impunity for Human Rights 
“This is the father’s grave, the place where they buried his father.” 
Q  “How did they find his body?” 
A   “The father’s body was found somewhere there where he was shot, and his first-
born took it from there to bury it here and he called all the family to see the place 
where they buried the body of their father.”  
 
 It was also here that Adele Nwayuma eventually found the 

bodies of her two sons.   
 
ADELE NWAYUMA 
(Translation) “I was confused, I couldn’t find my children. The villagers began going 
to the Red Cross – and then we were told that our children’s bodies had been picked 
up and thrown in a ditch.”  
 
 This then was the end of our journey - a lonely swamp in a 

clearing among the reeds.  It’s since been examined and 
verified by United Nations investigators as the location of 
two mass graves, where the bodies of murdered villagers 
were dumped.  

 
HUBERT TSHISWAKA 
“In this water, in this water there is seven bodies. Just somewhere here there is 12 
bodies and the single grave there.” 
Q  “So 20 people buried in this spot?” 
A   “Yeah, in this area.”  
 
 
 
 
 

The UN investigators found that some of those buried here 
were killed on the spot. Among them were 14 men who 
were brought here and ordered to kneel on the edge of a 
shallow grave, then shot one at a time in the back.  
 
In an unreleased draft report, the UN team documented 
“more than 100 deaths”, including “at least 28” which they 
said “might have resulted from summary execution”.    
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BILL TURNER 
Q “Eye witnesses have told us that Anvil vehicles were used to transport people who 
were arrested to the places where they were executed.” 
A  “I have no knowledge of that.” 
Q  “You have no knowledge of that?” 
A  “No knowledge.” 
Q   “You just put up your hands and say I have no knowledge?” 
A   “I have no knowledge of that.” 
Q   “Well there are numerous eyewitness accounts of this happening?” 
A   “ I have no knowledge of that.”  
Q    “ Do you deny it happened?” 
A    “I have no knowledge of it and as far as I’m concerned it never happened.”  
 
 
  

Bill Turner’s defence may soon be put to the test.  
 
Lawyers from the NGO ASADHO are working with the 
British agency, RAID, to bring Anvil to account.  
 
They’ve asked the Australian law firm, Slater and Gordon, 
to advise on whether the company or its principals can be 
prosecuted under Australian law. 

 
 
RICHARD MEERAN, Slater & Gordon 
“Australia has similar laws to those of the international criminal court in The Hague 
to deal with crimes against humanity, war crimes. For instance, um killing of, 
systematic killing of civilians and torture. Those are now crimes under Australian 
national law.”  
 
 Richard Meeran says whether anyone at Anvil has a case to 

answer depends on establishing their intention in assisting 
the military and their knowledge of the likely 
consequences. 

 
RICHARD MEERAN 
“If an Australian national assists someone else in committing those crimes, then that 
assistance itself will constitute a crime under Australian national law.”  
 Three days after the uprising at Kilwa, Anvil’s mine was 

re-opened.  The company later made a statement saying the 
return to work was carried out “efficiently and without 
incident”, and that “the government and military response” 
had been “rapid and supportive of the prompt resumption 
of operations”.  

 
BILL TURNER 
“There were a number of deaths, um I don’t know how many, it’s unfortunate, it’s a 
terrible sort of event and it’s not something that you know that we like to see 
happening, but…” 
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Q  “But after the event, you praised the actions of the authorities, you appeared to be 
quite happy with what they’d done to resolve the situation and restore operations at 
the mine?” 
A   “Well, where does that come from?” 
Q   “Well, you put out a press release.” 
A   “We put out a press release.” 
Q   “It was referred to in a later company report.” 
A   “That said what?” 
Q   “ It said words to the effect of the authorities took quick action to resolve the 
situation and Anvil was pleased with this.” 
A   “Well wouldn’t you be pleased if you had a mining operation up there where there 
was a potential threat to the lives of 600 people?” 
Q   “Well not necessarily if dozens and dozens of people were killed in the process.” 
A   “Look, a rebel group came in and took over the military establishment and took 
over the police, ah the police station in Kilwa, you don’t take, you don’t do those 
things if you don’t want to get shot at.”   
 
 Anvil has continued to prosper in the Congo.   

 
It’s recently increased production by 50 per cent and 
announced plans to extend the mine’s lifetime by going 
underground.  It’s also secured two new mining projects, 
thanks to the assistance of its protector, Katumba Mwanke. 
 
Since the events of last October, Anvil has made sure it’s  
seen to be sharing its enormous spoils… spending some of 
the 10 per cent of the mine’s equity that it claims to hold in 
trust for the benefit of the people.  
 
The company has built a school near the mine… and is 
spending $200,000 refurbishing the Kilwa hospital, with 
electricity, new paving and a fresh coat of paint.   

 
BILL TURNER 
“We are doing some damn good stuff and it would be kind of pleasant if people were 
to focus a little bit on some of the good things instead of picking some tiny little 
aspect that someone thinks they’ve got some hold on to blow up into something that is 
totally irrelevant to what we’re doing.” 
Q   “So you think this is a tiny little aspect and it’s totally irrelevant? 
A   “What is a tiny little aspect?” 
Q  “Well what we’ve just been talking about.” 
A   “Well there are a number of things that you talked about I think are totally 
irrelevant to what we’re trying to do.”  
Q  “And what about all the civilians who were killed?”  
A  “I don’t know, I don’t know, I don’t know, we were not part of this, this was a 
military action conducted by the legitimate army of the legitimate government of the 
country. We helped the military get to Kilwa and then we were gone, whatever they 
did there, that’s an internal issue, it’s got nothing to do with Anvil. It’s an internal 
government issue, how they handle that is up to them, no involvement of us, 
absolutely.” 
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Q  “Well except that they used your vehicles to move their troops in.” 
A  “So what? So what?” 
Q   “To move their troops around.” 
A   “So what?” 
 


