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Scant Information and Wheeler-Dealing Undermine Congolese Contract Review
On the eve of the start of the promised renegotiation of mining contracts in DR Congo, Congolese
and international non-governmental organisations (NGOs) today called on the DRC government to
shed light on the renegotiations of mining contracts. No clear time-frame or criteria for the
negotiations with mining companies have been forthcoming from the Government’s side. In
particular, the contents and publication of the terms of reference, as promised to private mining
companies by the Vice Minister of Mines, remain obscurei.
“We’re four months into the final phase of the mining review and civil society is being kept in the
dark about exactly what’s going on”, said Jean-Claude Katende, President of the Congolese human
rights organisation ASADHO. “The DRC Government has a duty to fully explain to parliament
what’s happening given the critical importance of the negotiations to the lives and aspirations of
the Congolese people.”
The current lack of information contrasts with the almost daily public pronouncements by Victor
Kasongo, the Vice Minister of Mines, during the Mining Indaba at Cape Town last February.
Things have gone much quieter since March when the Ministry of Mines announced that the
negotiations with mining companies would be guided by a high-level ‘task force’ composed of
senior government ministers. Growing doubts about the independence and efficiency of the
process have intensified amid reports that the DRC Government has refused all offers of
international assistance and dropped proposals to set up a group of technical and legal experts to
advise the task force.
“There’s no level playing field. The DRC Government attempts to block some new deals but to
nod through others involving major mining concessions like Nikanor’s take-over of the Kamoto
mine,” said Patricia Feeney, RAID’s Executive Director.ii
Dan Gertler, who continues to consolidate his companies’ hold over key copper and cobalt
resources in Katanga, has announced an agreement in principal to acquire a 25 per cent stake in
Anvil Mining Limited.iii
Congolese and international civil society groups have long campaigned for a fair and
comprehensive review of mining contracts. In March 2008, NGOs welcomed the publication of the
commission’s report but expressed dissatisfaction with the delays, confused procedures and news
blackout which have eroded public confidence in the renegotiations. Most recently, the National
Episcopal Conference of Congo (CENCO) maintained their readiness to take part in the
government’s ad hoc renegotiation Commission.iv
“In the spirit of fairness and public accountability, the transfer of mining rights should be
postponed until the review and renegotiation process has been concluded”, said Gavin Hayman,
Campaigns Director at Global Witness. “How do Congolese citizens know they’re getting a good
deal?”

The NGOs urged the DRC government to:
- Explain the status of negotiations and how the public interest concerns are being addressed,
- Publish all the renegotiated contracts,
- Confirm which contracts are cancelled following the review process and when and how the
cancellation comes into effect,
- Make additional efforts to seek out the views of civil society and those of local populations
affected by specific contracts, as part of the renegotiation process, given their insufficient
involvement in the review process,
- Facilitate the creation of a separate ad-hoc independent body, made up of suitablyqualified civil society representatives, independent lawyers and others, which would
monitor the renegotiation process and submit open views and recommendations to the
government.
The NGOs appealed to donor governments and inter-governmental organisations to:
- Urge the DRC government to make public information about the renegotiation process.
- Urge mining companies to clarify the new terms that have been agreed.
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Notes for editors
On 20 April 2007, an inter-ministerial commission was set up to “examine partnership contracts
and their impact on the recovery of these companies and national development, to propose, if

necessary, modalities for their revision with a view to correcting any imbalances and related
faults.”v
The commission reviewed more than 60 mining contracts signed between private companies and
the state or state-owned enterprises. The commission completed its report in October 2007. After
a delay of several months, the government posted the report of the commission’s review of mining
contracts on the website of the Ministry of Mines in March 2008: http://www.miningcongo.cd/.
The government also published some of the letters it had sent to companies outlining the findings
of the review on their particular contracts.
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